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2.2 TRANSPORTATION CONTEXT

As East Contra Costa County continues to add households and jobs,
traffic delay and congestion on SR 4 and on the few alternative street
and highway routes available to commuters are expected to increase.
Many East County residents travel west to get to work each day, causing
serious traffic congestion on SR 4, the only east-west highway in East
County. Caltrans and regional transportation agencies are currently
widening SR 4 and completing the SR 4 Bypass to help accommodate
traffic.

County Transportation Projects

In November 1988, Contra Costa County voters approved a local
one-half cent sales and use tax measure, Measure C, to address specific
improvements to the transportation system. In 2004, the voters
approved Measure J, which extended the local one-half cent sales tax
for an additional 25 years. Three major projects related to the Hillcrest
Station Planning Area are being funded by Measures C and J: the SR 4
Widening Project, the SR 4 Bypass Project that extends SR 4 southeast
to Brentwood, and the eBART Expansion Project. East County’s
regional fee program is providing the majority of the funding for the
SR 4 Bypass Project.

eBART Project: Pittsburg Bay Point to Hillcrest

BART is planning to extend service from the Pittsburg/Bay Point Station
into East Contra Costa County. The Proposed Project consists of Diesel
Multiple Unit (DMU) technology running from the Pittsburg/Bay
Point station and extending almost ten miles down the median of SR 4.
This project, called eBART, would provide a cost-effective alternative to
driving along the corridor. It includes the terminus station near Hillcrest
Avenue, plus a transfer station just east of the existing Pittsburg/Bay
Point station and a station at Railroad Avenue in Pittsburg. Future phases

2-4

could extend beyond Antioch to Oakley, Brentwood, Byron/Discovery
Bay and beyond.

The eBART project is expected to begin construction in 2010. The
project will be coordinated with the widening of SR 4. Construction is
expected to occur in phases until 2015. The first year of e BART operation
is expected to be 2015. Construction of the Loveridge Road to Hillcrest
section of the project is estimated to begin in 2013 and last 15 months.
More information about the eBART project is available online at www.
ebartproject.org,.

Future eBART Extension

Regional transportation agencies, as well as the cities of Oakley and
Brentwood, want to ensure that any eBART alignment and land use
plan adopted for the Hillcrest Station Area does not preclude a future
eBART extension. Figure 2-3 illustrates the potential extension routes.
Ultimately it would be desirable to connect the eBART extension all the
way to the ACE train, through the Livermore Valley, and thereby create a
transit loop through eastern Contra Costa and Alameda Counties, con-
necting back to BART at the Dublin/Pleasanton Station.

In the future, e BART will consider further extensions in a southeasterly
direction into East County. There are three potential alignments —1) con-
tinuing in the SR 4 Bypass median, 2) constructing an extension adjacent
to the Union Pacific Railroad Right-of-Way (known as the Mococo
Line, or 3) sharing the Mococo right-of-way. Extension within the SR 4
Bypass is only feasible to Balfour Road in Brentwood, unless the Bypass
is extended. Extending eBART service adjacent to the Mococo Line is
only feasible to the city limits of Brentwood near Laurel Road, due to
housing development near the railroad right-of-way. The third option of
sharing the railroad right-of-way would allow eBART service to extend
to Tracy. This option would serve Oakley, Brentwood, Byron, and poten-
tially Discovery Bay.
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2.3 HILLCREST EBART STATION

City Preferred Location: East Median Station

If the eBART station is to be located in the SR 4 median, the City’s
preferred location for it is approximately 2,175 east of the Hillcrest Inter-
change. This is referred to as the “East Median Station.” The eastern
location has several major advantages. It decreases the walking distance
from the station to developable areas, improves the visual context of the
station area for development (by not focusing on the PG&E substation),
and provides more flexibility for shared parking.

BART has completed only a preliminary evaluation of this station
location. The plans prepared include both the East Median Station
and a potential future second station near Phillips Lane. The mainte-
nance yard would need to be located outside of the SR 4 median between
the highway and railroad tracks near the existing Willow Avenue. The
yard would be almost 12 acres, to accommodate all the operational and
maintenance facilities. A tunnel under the westbound SR 4 lanes would
connect the tracks from the East Median Station to the yard and the
potential Phillips Station.

BART has determined that the Hillcrest Station needs 1,000 parking
spaces available on opening day and a total of 2,600 spaces at buildout in
2030. Approximately 1,000 parking spaces would be constructed adjacent
to the East Median Station. The additional 1,600 eBART parking spaces
needed by 2030 would be built as part of future development near either
of the two stations, maximizing shared parking opportunities. Access to
the stations would be provided by extending Sunset Drive/Slatten Ranch
Road, Viera Avenue, Phillips Lane, and Oakley Road. Figure 2-4 shows
the location of the East Median and potential Phillips eBART stations.

2-6

BART Proposed Project: Median Station

The BART proposed project includes a station in the median of SR 4
approximately 1,275 feet east of Hillcrest Avenue and the SR 4 interchange.
As part of this project, the majority of the maintenance operations would
occur along the tailtracks that extend east beyond the station in the SR
4 median. A maintenance annex containing the remaining maintenance
operations, approximately three acres, would be developed within the
Planning Area north of SR 4. A tunnel under the westbound SR 4 lanes
would connect the tailtracks to the annex.

The initial 1,000 parking spaces needed in 2015 would be built adjacent
to the Median Station, between the freeway and the railroad line. A site
for the future 1,600 spaces has not yet been determined; the current
eBART plans show the future location north of the Union Pacific
railroad. Access to the station would be provided by extending Sunset
Drive/Slatten Ranch Road and Viera Avenue. The eBART station would
be used primarily by people who drive and park at the station, and to a
much lesser extent by residents or workers who walk or bike from sur-
rounding areas. Figure 2-4 shows the location of the BART proposed
Median Station.





