
 

 

Drinking Water Standard for Chromium-6 Proposed By State of California 
Department of Public Health 

On August 22, 2013, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) announced it 
submitted a proposed drinking water standard for hexavalent chromium (chromium-6).  
California is the first state in the nation to establish a regulation specific to chromium-6, 
demonstrating a proactive response to a public health concern. 
 
The proposed standard, or Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL), is 10 parts per billion 
(ppb). Chromium-6 tends to be predominately found at highest levels in groundwater 
because of industrial contamination or naturally occurring mineral deposits.  Concerns 
about the health impacts of chromium-6 have been highlighted by contamination levels 
measured in cities like Hinkley, CA, which was the focus of the movie “Erin 
Brockovich.”  

The most recent tests run on drinking water produced by the City in 2013 detected a 
range of 0.088 to 0.099 ppb in locations within the distribution system, well below the 
proposed MCL.  If the proposed standard went into effect today, the City’s water would 
be in compliance by a large margin. 

More information about chromium-6 and the proposed standard, details can be found at 
the links below: 

California Department of Public Health: 

CDPH Press Release 

Chromium-6 in Drinking Water 

Chromium-6 Fact Sheet 

 

US Environmental Protection Agency: 

Chromium-6 in Drinking Water 

 


