
Spring Time at Contra Loma: Robin Ruport 

ANTIOCH - Changing for the Better and Staying on Track 

2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N  

CITY REPORT 
 Over the last few years, the City of Antioch has been 
recovering from the crash of the housing market and the 
great recession. Thanks to the support of our residents, we 
can see that much progress has been made. It has taken 
time and we have made some changes to get the City on 
track. Now, we need to stay on track as we progress into a 
promising future. Since the recession, the City has learned 
to do more with considerably less administrative staff.  We 
have streamlined operations to be more efficient and 
prioritized our goals to be more effective.  
  
Looking back to November of 2013, the community passed Measure C, a ½ cent sales tax, which 
the City Council dedicated 100% to increasing our Police Department and Code Enforcement 
budgets.  This prioritization of public safety and health enabled the City to hire more police 
officers and code enforcement staff.  The results have been a decrease in the crime rate, reduced 
police response times, and an increase in code enforcement and clean-up activities. 
  
In 2014, the community passed Measure O to ensure that residential landlords paid a fair 
business license tax.  This enabled the City to get administrative staff off Friday furloughs and 
back to work full-time, re-open City Hall on Fridays, and reduce the City’s budget deficit.   
  
Also in 2014, the City Council conducted several community meetings and focus groups in order 
to develop and approve a comprehensive Strategic Management Plan that established long term 
goals, short term objectives and measures of success for every City department.  This plan was 
updated this year and sets the City’s priorities in writing for all to see.  Part of this ongoing effort 
is to make Antioch more business and family friendly, which is our marketing slogan: 
ANTIOCH – Business & Family Friendly – Come Grow With Us!   
  

One of the things we are committed to 
changing for the better is our beautiful 
riverfront downtown, also known as 
“Rivertown.”  Everyone would like to 
see Rivertown as vibrant, more inviting 
and more of a destination.  Making that 
change happen is the inspiration for the 
“Rivertown Revitalization Project” that 
includes updating and upgrading of 
Waldie Plaza, as well as other public 
enhancements, residential and 
commercial development, and increased 
encouragement and promotion of 
Rivertown cultural events.   
  
In addition to these changes, the 
Highway 4 widening is complete, BART 
promises to be operational at Hillcrest in 
spring of 2018, and Amtrak is looking to 
build a new station in Rivertown and add 
another commuter train that will get you 
into Oakland by 9:00 a.m.  These major 
transportation improvements will also 
help our economy stay on track. 

POINTS OF INTERESTPOINTS OF INTERESTPOINTS OF INTEREST 
Antioch Marina 
http://www.ci.antioch.ca.us/antioch-marina/ 
 

Antioch Water Park 
http://www.ci.antioch.ca.us/citysvcs/prewett/ 
 

Black Diamond Mines Regional 
Preserve 
http://www.ebparks.org/parks/black_diamond 
 

Contra Loma Regional Park 
http://www.ebparks.org/parks/contra_loma 
 

Dow Wetlands Wildlife Habitat 
Preserve  
http://www.dow.com/pittsburg/pdfs/
Dow_Wetlands.pdf 
 

Lone Tree Golf Course 
http://www.lonetreegolfcourse.com 
 

Lynn House Art Gallery 
http://www.art4antioch.org/lynn-house.asp 
 

Sand Dunes National Wildlife Refuge 
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/antioch_dunes/ 
 

Sports Legends: Historical Museum 
http://www.antiochsportslegends.com/ 
 

Worth Shaw Sports Complex 
http://ci.antioch.ca.us/Recreation/ 
 

Colors of Winter by Contra Loma Reservoir: Jerome Gibson 



A MESSAGE FROM THE CITY MANAGER 

Dear Antioch Community, 
 
On behalf of the City Council and staff, I am pleased to present the second annual City 
Report to the community.  The theme of “getting on track and staying on track” frames 
the purpose of this publication, which features some of the work we have been doing 
since the great recession and describes the work still in progress as we implement a 
positive vision for the future. 
 
At over 112,000 residents now, the City of Antioch is the second largest city in Contra 
Costa County and growing.  The extremely high cost of housing in the inner Bay Area 
is pushing folks looking for nice neighborhoods at relatively affordable prices our way.  
The State Route 4 widening project is complete and the Antioch BART station at 
Hillcrest is scheduled for completion in spring of 2018. The regional impacts of these 
transportation improvements and economic trends will continue to increase demand for 
goods and services and be long term drivers for our economy. Fueled by a strong 
regional and local economy, City revenues have risen modestly but steadily over the last 
few years and this is likely to continue as long as the region continues to create jobs. 
 
In order to attract growing families and growing businesses, we need to be both 
business friendly and family friendly, so we are continuing that theme in our economic 
development efforts.  The City has also launched a concentrated effort to revitalize the 
hidden gem of Contra Costa County that is our historic downtown and we are calling it 
the “Rivertown Revitalization Project.”  This City Report will touch on these efforts and 
highlight the City’s vision for Rivertown. 
 
The City Council and City staff are dedicated to making Antioch the best community 
possible, and we want to hear from you, our residents.  You can always connect with the 
Council at any Council meeting or by e-mail. I also encourage you to contact me 
directly to share your thoughts or to ask any questions.  I can be reached at: 
sduran@ci.antioch.ca.us.   
 
I always look forward to your feedback. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Steve Duran 

Steve Duran 
City Manager 
 

Meet your 

CITY COUNCIL 

Wade Harper, Mayor 

Lori Ogorchock, Mayor Pro Tem 

Mary Helen Rocha, Council Member 

Tony Tiscareno, Council Member 

Monica E. Wilson, Council Member 

ARTS & CULTURAL  
FOUNDATION 
Through My Lens  

The beautiful photographs in this year’s 
City Report are from the Arts & Cultural 
Foundation of Antioch (ACFA) exhibit, 
“Through My Lens.” This year the exhibit’s 
subject was Antioch. The exhibit is free and 
was held in May at the Lynn House Gallery 
in Downtown Antioch. Images were made 
available by the ACFA to the City of 
Antioch.  
 

There was a prize pool for 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 
place. The exhibit is for amateur 
photographers whose work captures the 
beauty of our town. The exhibit opened to 
the first 35 artists that showed interest in 
participating. For future exhibit please 
contact Diane Gibson-Gray at 
Diane@Art4Antioch.org or (925) 325 -
9897. Don't miss the opportunity to share 
and participate in our local art programs. 
 

The Lynn House Gallery is located at 809 
West 1st Street in downtown Antioch 
(across the street from AMTRAK) and is 
open from 1-4 PM on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays during exhibits. For more 
information: http://art4antioch.org/ 

Antioch Marina :  Corinne Rodriguez Evans 

Winter Serenity:  Jeff Strawther 

Page 2 



The Antioch Police Department’s Traffic Unit was re-
established in 2016 and is currently staffed by two police 
officers and a sergeant. Officers assigned to the department’s 
traffic unit have specialized training in the areas of collision 
investigation and collision reconstruction as well as the safe 
operation of a police motorcycle. The Traffic Unit is once 
again able to focus their efforts with the goal to reduce the 
number of traffic collisions in the city. Traffic enforcement 
techniques are based on accident data, enforcement activity 
records, traffic volume, traffic conditions, and in response to 
traffic concerns from the public.  
 

Also in 2016, the Antioch Police Department secured the 
services of a private parking enforcement company. The 
company provides one 
full-time and two part-
time parking 
enforcement officers  
with responsibility for 
all parking 
enforcement duties 
around the city as well 
as the abatement of 
abandoned vehicles on 
city streets. 

In November 2013, Antioch voters passed Measure C, a half cent sales tax that sunsets in 2021.  The tax became effective 
April 2014 and, as of June 30, 2016, the City has received a total of $13,354,674.  The City Council has allocated 100% of the 

Measure C (additional 1/2 cent sales tax) revenue to the Police Department and Code Enforcement budgets since its inception and that 
will continue.  Through June 2016, these funds have allowed the City to enhance Police Services and Code Enforcement as follows: 
 

Police Department 
 Continuous hiring is ongoing to bring sworn Police staffing to a total of 

102, which is fully funded in the City budget.  As of August 31st, sworn 
Police staffing is at 94.  Although 41 officers have been hired, 15 have 
retired and 14 have left for other reasons for a net gain of 12 since 
November of 2013 when Measure C was passed. 

 Funding of four additional Community Service Officers (two positions 
have been filled & recruitment is in progress for the remaining positions). 

 Hiring of one Administrative Analyst to support the Police Department. 
 Hiring of one Police Communications Supervisor. 
 Implementation of a vehicle abatement program.    
Code Enforcement 
 Hiring of one additional Code Enforcement Officer. 
 Hiring of one Development Services/Engineering Tech to support Code 

Enforcement. 
 Budget for funding of one Code Enforcement Manager (recruitment in 

progress). 
 Hiring of two General Laborer positions and purchase of related equipment 

to focus on blight abatement. 
 Purchase of a Code Enforcement vehicle. 
 

Measure C funds are subject to the City’s annual independent audit.  In addition,  
a Sales Tax Citizens’ Oversight Committee reviews receipts and expenditures, 
and reports to City Council by April 1st each year regarding use of the funds to 
ensure monies are being spent in accordance with the Ordinance and as directed 
by the City Council.   These independent audits and reviews have found that the 
funds have been used in accordance with Measure C and have been properly 
accounted for.  More information on the City’s budget and Measure C can be 
found at: http://www.ci.antioch.ca.us/CityGov/Finance/ 

 

YOUR MEASURE “C” DOLLARS AT WORK 

In June, the Community Development Department added two very 
important positions to help keep the City of Antioch looking its best. 
The Abatement Team consists of two men, each with a truck and 
trailer, that address common problems related to dumping, abandoned 
homeless encampments, shopping carts, roadside trash, and related 
blight issues. The Abatement Team is fully funded through Measure 
C proceeds and is doing its part to eliminate eyesores along major 
traffic corridors, to enhance the appearance of the City, and to 
improve public safety. If you would like to file a complaint or learn 
more about Code Enforcement, please see the Division web page at: 
 http://www.ci.antioch.ca.us/CityGov/CommDev/Code-Enforcement/  

 CODE ENFORCEMENT DIVISION TRAFFIC & PARKING UNITS 
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Antioch Police Department  recent hires 

Code Enforcement equipment Antioch Police Department  Traffic Officers 



WALDIE PLAZA - “THE HEART OF RIVERTOWN” 

Waldie Plaza was named in honor of Jerome (Jerry) Russell Waldie when it opened in 1989.  An Antioch native, 
Waldie was born on February 15, 1925 and attended Antioch public schools.  He then served in the United States 
Army from 1943-1946.  Waldie graduated from the University of California in 1950 and graduated from Boalt 
Law School at U.C. Berkeley in 1953.  Waldie was a member of the California State Assembly from 1959-1966, 
serving as Majority Leader, and served in the United States Congress from 1966 – 1975. 
Just steps from the Antioch Amtrak Station and potential ferry terminal site, Waldie Plaza is the “Heart of 
Rivertown” with its lovely river views, cooling river breezes and quaint spaces for conversation. Since it opened 
in 1989, it has been a gathering place for the community. It was expanded and has been in its present 
configuration since 1996.  Waldie Plaza hosts some of Antioch’s favorite special events, including the Antioch 
Summer Concert Series and the Delta Blues Festival.  

 

As part of the City’s Rivertown Revitalization Project, we engaged the highly 
regarded landscape architectural firm of Wallace Roberts Todd (WRT) to 
help envision and redesign an updated and upgraded Waldie Plaza.  At this 
point, the Parks and Recreation Commission and the City Council have 
reviewed the initial concept designs in public meetings and staff has taken 
notes of all Commission, Council and public comments, which will enable 
WRT to refine the initial plan.  Once refined to a second draft, we will get 

rough cost estimates and develop a phasing plan.  This will enable staff to seek grant funding and bring back a second draft concept plan 
for additional review and input from the Parks & Recreation Commission, the City Council and the public.  Based on the input so far, we 
will be expanding the capacity of Waldie Plaza and making it more flexible to better accommodate different kinds of events.   
 

After careful consideration in the 1980’s, Waldie Plaza was located in the center of what was envisioned to be a riverfront promenade, 
connecting the east and west ends of the Rivertown Business District in close proximity to City Hall and downtown parking lots. Waldie 
Plaza is at the center of what will become a pedestrian friendly transit oriented village based on the Downtown Specific Plan that, after 
significant community input, is moving forward as a blueprint for the Rivertown Revitalization. The WRT concept seeks to connect both 
ends of the existing downtown village that is Rivertown to the central meeting place and activity center that is Waldie Plaza by updating 
the walking paths leading to the Marina on the west to the old Antioch Lumber Company Building on the east.  
 

The Waldie Plaza concept plan moves fixed tables and seating to the edge of 2nd Street for casual dining and creates more lawn space 
closer to the stage for better views of performances. That move provides casual space for everyday outdoor dining, purchased or brown 
bag. The eastern hill in Waldie Plaza will be transformed into a more functional sort of amphitheater wing from which to view a concert 
or just enjoy the ambiance.  At the top of the eastern hill, there is the potential for a coffee venue, brew pub and/or wine bar, from which 
one can take in a concert, enjoy the view or just meet with friends. This will compliment Waldie Plaza as a venue and also bring more 
people to Rivertown on a regular basis. In addition, the lower parking lot will be converted to a “grasscrete” ground cover that will 

significantly expand the capacity of Waldie Plaza for large scale events, while allowing for parking 
on normal business days.  
 

Waldie Plaza is vital to the Rivertown Revitalization Project, which envisions a walkable transit 
oriented village, that the heart of the village is the hub for events, entertainment, cultural activities 
and casual meetings. Waldie Plaza is The Heart of Rivertown, at the center of the downtown 
waterfront.  It was created for this purpose, but it is in need of updating and upgrading to make it 
better and more flexible.  The WRT draft concept is getting us back on track with the historical 
intent of Waldie Plaza. Click Here to see concept designs. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

San Joaquin River 
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Waldie PlazaWaldie PlazaWaldie Plaza   

Photo of Jerome (Jerry) Russell Waldie 

Concept Plan for Waldie Plaza: Public seating, grass area, & stage overlooking San Joaquin River 

Martin Luther King Celebration 
January  

 

Keep Antioch Beautiful  
April 

 

Memorial Day Parade 
Memorial Day Weekend 

 

July 4th Parade & Celebration 
Independence Day 

 

Summer Concerts  
July & August 

  

Delta Blues Festival 
September 

 

Coastal Clean-Up  
September 

 

Veteran’s Day Parade 
November 

 

Holiday DeLites  
December 



HISTORICAL DOWNTOWN - Programming & Business 

As part of our Rivertown Revitalization Project, we are featuring a series of 
interviews called “Spotlight on Local Business” with the Rivertown Business 
District merchants. These interviews are featured on Facebook, Twitter and in 
the City Manager’s Weekly Report.  Our first interview was with Prime Vin-
tage Realty. Part of that interview is included below (check out our Facebook 
page for full length interview). Owners, Rodney and Ursula Lal, restored the 
historical Antioch Lumber Company Building located at 340 West 2nd Street to 
be the home of for Prime Vintage Realty. They provides assistance in buying/
selling residential and commercial real estate. In a series of Q&A, Rodney  
provided us with a more in-depth look at his business. 
 

How many years of experience do you have in the real estate business? 
I have had my broker’s license since 1989, so I have 27 years in the real estate business. In addition to real estate sales, I do property 
management and also invest in real estate and own other properties to rent them out. Since graduating from California State University, 
Chico in 1981, I also worked as an accountant for Chevron Corporation until 2000. 
 

Why did you pick Antioch as a location for your business? 
My daughter was only 8 months old and my son was born here in Antioch. Both of them attended school from kindergarten, at John Muir 
Elementary, to graduating from Deer Valley High School. I feel Antioch schools did a lot for our children to groom them to finish 
schools here and graduate college, and they now have outstanding jobs in San Francisco. I started my real estate in Antioch and made 
most of my earnings in this city so I felt this is the city that I would like to invest back into to help the community rebuild downtown. In 
addition, I love old vintage architecture and always admired this building ever since I moved to Antioch in 1988. 
 

Do you have any future business-related goals? 
We would like to keep all our current businesses and properties and help our downtown be like Lafayette, Orinda, Danville, or a very 
unique downtown. In addition, we would like to spread the news to all other parts and areas that our downtown has the best waterways 
where people can come and enjoy the views and do business here.  
 

Would you be willing to feature your outside space for events and is there an opportunity for a café on the first floor? 
Yes, we would like to rent out the courtyard for special events, lunches, or dinners. If there is a great opportunity, we will entertain for a 
café on the first floor and, of course, if the price is right to lease out the downstairs. 
For more information check out Prime Vintage Realty: 340 West 2nd Street Phone: (925) 350-0250 
Website: http://primevintagerealty.com/    

SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Photo by Rodney Lal 

FREE BLUES - NO BOOZE! - That has been the Delta Blues 
Festival mantra since October 23, 1999. Since then, they have been 
offering up a great day of the best live blues entertainment in 
Northern California. Every mid-September, two-weeks after Labor 
Day, the Delta Blues Festival offers food, crafts, and amazing live 
blues music to the community in the Heart of Rivertown – Waldie 

Plaza.  The festival begins every year at noon.  Located in downtown Antioch, the Delta 
Blues Festival is an alcohol-free event, catering to families and the community. 
 

With the San Joaquin River as its backdrop, you can enjoy beautiful downtown Antioch 
with its Delta breezes, shops, restaurants and antique stores before settling in for a healthy 
helping of great music.  Colorful vendors line the buildings of Waldie Plaza with craft 
booths, displaying their wares.  Food vendors arrive early to prepare fresh-made food, 
chicken and waffles, Creole delicacies, sweets, and more will satisfy your appetite. Bring 
picnic blankets and low-backed lawn chairs to stay all day and enjoy the festival.  
 

On stage, live blues music is performed all day from noon to 7:30 PM.  Entertainers include 
Local, National, and International talent.  The best of the best in the blues world have 
performed at the Delta Blues Festival in the past and the City promotes this major event so 
that it will continue far into the future. 
 

The Delta Blues Festival is 100% volunteer operated as a not-for-profit organization under 
the Arts & Cultural Foundation of Antioch.  It is a gift to the community and no one makes 
a profit! To keep admission free, this year’s event was sponsored by: the City of Antioch, 
Republic Services, Bedford Electric, Oasis Veterinary Hospital, Tri Delta Transit, The 
Press.NET, Morales Fierro & Reeves, the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Antioch, local 
businesses, and community supporters.  This year, for the first time, the City of Antioch mailed a Delta Blues Festival post card to every 
Antioch residence to help promote our biggest Rivertown event. Website: http://www.deltabluesfestival.net/ 

Artists:  Johnny Cat photo by Frank Giovanni Jr. 
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FINANCE AT WORK 
 

 

Measure O 
 

In November 2014, Antioch voters passed Measure O, a residential landlord business license 
tax subjecting all multi-unit (apartments, duplexes, condos, etc) and single family home 
rentals to a business license tax. The City contracted with MuniServices LLC to aid in 
discovery and collection of this tax. Should a landlord receive a letter from MuniServices 
LLC, they are acting on behalf of the City and should comply with any notices received. As 
of July 31, 2016, the City has issued 3,960 business licenses for rental units.    
 
Any unlicensed landlord should contact the City business license department at (925) 779-
7059 or visit the City’s website at http://ci.antioch.ca.us/CityGov/Finance/BusLic.htm to 
obtain information on how to apply for a business license online, by mail or in person. 
Landlords are required to have a business license starting from the effective date of Measure 
O (December 2014), meaning that if a landlord applies for a business license today, they will 
be subject to the tax not only for the upcoming 12 month period, but for the 2015 prior year 
as well if the unit was a rental in 2015. 

Budget In Brief 
 

The City prepares a two-year budget that outlines spending plans for the various funds and 
accounts of the City based on projected revenues available.  The 2015-17 Budget was 
adopted by City Council in June 2015.  The first year of the two-year budget cycle ended 
June 30, 2016 and the City is in the second year of the budget.  The General Fund is the main 
operating fund of the City and the adopted budget reflects moderate growth in the City’s 
major revenue sources of property tax and sales tax. Illustrated below is the City’s 
commitment to public safety resources with 73% of the current fiscal year General Fund 
operating budget dedicated to Police Services. 
 
The FY2016-17 General Fund operating budget projects revenues at $51.2 million and 
expenditures at $52.8 million, representing structural deficit spending of approximately $1.6 
million dollars and an increase of $2.9 million over the FY2015-16 operating budget.  This 
increase is possible because of salary savings from funded vacancies created mostly by staff 
retirements in the Police Department during FY2015-16.  FY2016-17 assumes full Police 
Department staffing in place.  The General Fund FY2016-17 operating budget also 
incorporates a $1.1 million operating subsidy for the City’s Recreation Programs and a 
$538,000 subsidy for Animal Services, which is a slight decrease from the previous year. 
 
According to the latest General Fund forecast provided to City Council in June 2016, 
projected operating expenditures continue to trend upward, outpacing projected revenue 
increases.  Staff will be bringing budget recommendations forward to the City Council for the 
next budget cycle, which is July 2017 – June 2019, to avoid structural deficits in the future. 

Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial 

Reporting 
 

Each year the City is required to 
have an independent audit and 
issues a Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR).  For the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 2015, 
the City’s CAFR received a 
Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting 
from the Government Finance 
Officers Association.  The 
Certificate of Achievement is the 
highest form of recognition in 
governmental accounting and 
financial reporting, and its 
attainment represents a 
significant accomplishment by a 
government and its management.    
This was the twenty-sixth year the 
City has received this prestigious 
award. 

The Budget By the Numbers 

General Fund 2016-17  

Operating Budget  

General Fund 2015-16  

Amended Budget  

Mello Roos (CFD 89-1) 
 

In 1989, the City and the Antioch 
Unified School District created 
Community Facilities District 
1989-1, commonly known as 
Mello Roos by the community.  
Bonds were issued to build eight 
new schools, as well as the 
Prewett Water Park and 
Community Center.  Most new 
homes built after 1989 were 
subject to a tax assessment to 
repay the bonds, with the 
assessment appearing property 
tax bills.  All bonds were fully 
repaid on August 1, 2016. 
 

What does this mean for our 
residents?  The assessment paid 
by homeowners on their 2015/16 
property tax bill was the final 
assessment to be collected from 
residents.  This will provide 
positive property tax relief for 
those residents in the upcoming 
year and going forward.  For any 
of those residents that paid this 
assessment and have their 
property taxes paid from an 
impound account with their 
mortgage company, they may 
want to contact their mortgage 
company so that the amount 
being collected in impound for 
taxes in the upcoming year will 
account for this assessment being 
removed. 
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PUBLIC WORKS –Water Resources Update 2016 Information 
Technology  

City of Antioch’s Information 
Systems department was 
recognized by its peers at 
the 2015 annual Municipal 
Information Systems 
Association of California 
conference with a Quality 
Information Technology 
Practices Award.  This 
award signifies the use of  
best practices when it comes 
to storing, protecting and 
archiving the City’s data, and 
providing network security. 
 
Some of the major projects 
over the past year consisted 
of a complete PC desktop 
refresh and an upgrade to a 
virtual server environment.  
The desktop PC refresh 
consisted of replacing most 
PC’s throughout the City and 
upgrading and repurposing 
some of the newer existing 
PC’s. 
   
The virtual environment 
upgrade consisted of adding 
capacity to the existing 
system by adding CPU and 
memory resources, as well 
as more storage for data 
files.  This upgrade gives us 
the capacity to continue 
adding resources to our 
virtual server environment. 
 
As the City of Antioch’s 
Information Systems 
department moves into the 
future, we look forward to 
working with the Antioch 
Police Department in their 
efforts to install additional 
security cameras throughout 
the City. 

Lone Tree Golf Course uses recycled water for irrigation 
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Water Conservation:  
 

From June 2015 to March 2016, Governor Brown asked Californians to cut water use 25 percent 
overall in urban areas compared with 2013.  During the months of July to September 2014, the City 
of Antioch’s GPCD (gallons-per-capita-per-day) was at 139.9 which resulted in a 28% 
conservation standard, and overall, aided the State’s efforts to reduce water use by 23.9 percent.  
 

Recognizing less severe yet persistent drought conditions throughout California, on May 18, 2016, 
the Board adopted an emergency water conservation regulation that replaced the current regulation.  
This regulation will be in effect from June 2016 through January 2017 and requires locally 
developed conservation standards based upon each agency specific circumstances. These standards 
require local water agencies to ensure a three-year supply assuming three more dry years similar to 
what the state experienced from 2012 to 2015. The State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB) 
completed its review of the City’s conservation efforts, and our new conservation target is 0%.  
However, all of the water use prohibitions outlined by the State will remain in place as follows: 
 

 Watering outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes excessive runoff such that water 
flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated areas, private and public walkways, roadways, 
parking lots, structures. 

 Using a hose without a shut off nozzle.   
 Washing paved or other hard-surfaced areas, including sidewalks, walkways, driveways, 

patios and parking areas. 
 Use of City furnished water for non-recalculating decorative fountains or filling 

decorative lakes or ponds. 
 Failing to repair a controllable water leak. 
 

Water and Sewer Rate Study:  
  

The City of Antioch Water and Sewer Rate Study was completed and adopted in 2015.  It detailed 
the needs of the utility divisions (Water and Sewer) over five years.  The study recommended 
increases to be implemented at the beginning of each fiscal year commencing on July 1, 2015, with 
the last approved increases taking place on July 1, 2019. 
 
The rate that was implemented on July 1, 2016 was not a direct result of the drought or low water 
sales like many of the surrounding agencies have implemented. Rate increases were necessary to 
ensure that adequate amounts of quality water will continue to be delivered to our customers and 
available for fire protection. Increasing costs for the maintenance of the City’s extensive utility 
infrastructure contributed to the rate increase. However, the City benefitted from completing the 
study as the drought regulations were being imposed by the State, and accurately projected water 
sales in the City. 
   
Contra Costa Water District imposed a drought surcharge on the City of Antioch for all raw water 
purchased from them in an effort to compensate for their lost revenue. However, the City of 
Antioch did not pass this expense on to the public and was able to maintain rates based on the 
accurate projections.  As the Water and Sewer Rate Study show, the City is still able to provide all 
of these services at some of the lowest rates in the area with a small but effective staff. 



PARKS & RECREATION—Discover, Grow, Imagine 

Check out our many partners and programs in the City 

Sometime ago in Antioch’s rich history, civic leaders added the word play to the 
long list of community benefits – alongside quality of life, learn, work, and 
worship.  To emphasize the importance of play, residents have access to 
programs, facilities, parks and places that enrich their lives, their neighborhood 
and their community. Antioch has more than 325 acres of neighborhood and 
community parks with picnic areas, open fields, sports complexes and sport 
courts, playgrounds, and even a dog park. These parks are essential to the quality 
of our environment and they provide space for exercise and fitness for little or no 
cost to the individual.  Antioch’s trail system is perfect for fitness and 
transportation and more than 15 miles connect to regional and Statewide trails. 
Two community centers, a senior center, a water park and a golf course complete 
the list of features that Antioch residents enjoy.  The City has a goal to renovate 
and update one new playground each year and this year we will focus on 
Prosserville Park in the historic Rivertown District.    
 

Recreation programs and experiences enhance our community in many ways.  During the summer season 
more than 2,000 youth will participate in swim lessons, sports clinics, dance, art classes, and camps.  The 
Antioch Senior Center has over 1,000 members that engage in programs and services important to 
maintaining a quality of life. The Water Park hires approximately 150 young adults each season.  These 
employees are your neighbors, your friends, and your local high school and college students.  There are 90 
certified lifeguards that make sure all visitors have a safe water experience.  Wrapping up its 21st season, the 
Water Park provides employment experiences that will carry into the next generation of the community’s 
work force: teachers, medical professionals, and business managers. 
   

Earlier this year we started the Antioch Council of Teens (ACT) to engage high school and middle school 
youth.  ACT is building energy and enthusiasm for getting kids involved; they have established a meeting schedule and are planning teen 
activities for the next school year.  They have also created CARES projects to support City initiatives and help nonprofit organizations.  
Interested teens are encouraged to call  the Recreation Department to get involved or visit: http://www.ci.antioch.ca.us/recreation/ 
   

The East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) celebrated a great year of activities and 
expansion in Antioch. The Park District operates nine parks in Eastern Contra Costa County, along with 
the Delta DeAnza and Marsh Creek Regional Trails.  Attendance was up at all EBRPD parks and trails 
in Antioch, with big increases in the number of local children served through the Regional Parks 
Foundation and the number of acres added in the greater East County area. 
 

At Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, the number of visitors jumped to 210,102 in 2015. More 
than 11,000 people toured the historic mines – a 50 percent increase from 2014 - and thousands more 
stopped by for one of five open houses at the Visitor Center. Contra Loma Regional Recreation Area 
also saw 210,000 visitors in 2015, an increase over 2014. 
 

EBRPD  closed escrow on more than 3,000 acres in the immediate Antioch area in 2015: 206 acres to 
expand Black Diamond Mines, and 2,845 acres to create the future Deer Valley Regional Park. They 
also acquired numerous trail easements to extend our regional trail network in East Contra Costa 
County. The Regional Parks Foundation funded science education and field trips to connect thousands of 
children with nature.  Hundreds of children received “camperships” or other low-cost environmental 
programming thanks to this private fundraising.  Visit our website: http://www.ebparks.org/ Nick Cavagnaro/EBRPD  

“I’ve had a lot of other jobs besides 

the Water Park but I always come 

back to work.  It’s a dynamic work 

place with different challenges each 

year.  I like being outside and I feel 

like I connect with the community.” 
 

Will Pace 
Water Park Manager 

5th Summer Season 
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Lifeguards on duty at the Water Park 

Promoting Our Community  
Do you have a Business or Event 
you would like us to share on our 
Facebook page & City Manager’s 

weekly please email: 
lzepeda@ci.antioch.ca.us 



DOWNTOWN SPECIFIC PLAN UPDATE 

Work is nearing completion on the City’s 
Downtown Specific Plan and Zoning 
Update, which will establish the 
parameters for future development in the 
“Rivertown” District and adjacent areas.  
In 2014, the City was awarded a California 
Strategic Growth Council grant to prepare 
a “Downtown Specific Plan” to help the 
community build a vision, goals and plan 
for the future improvement of the 
Downtown.  
 

After 25 stakeholder meetings and two 
community workshops to ensure as many 
ideas and perspectives as possible were 
heard, a Joint Study Session that included 
the City Council, Planning Commission 
and the  Economic Development 
Commission was held in June of 2015 to 
review background information, provide 
input on three initial land use alternatives, 
and a preferred alternative for the DSP area.  Based on considerable input received at this Study Session, a refined set of two alternatives 
was sent forward to the City Council for review. On June 23, 2015, the City Council reviewed the alternatives, viewed visual examples of 
different housing densities, heard public input, and directed staff to proceed with the environmental review, including a preferred 
alternative. 
 

The overall objective of the Downtown Specific Plan is to enable Rivertown to be reinvented as a place where people will want to live, 
work, dine, shop and enjoy the beauty of the riverfront, while maintaining its existing charm.  The Plan will lay the foundation for a 
Rivertown Revitalization that focuses on enlivening the area through a combination of public open space, an enhanced Waldie Plaza 
entertainment and event center, small businesses and high quality home ownership opportunities for working families. With all that, more 
of our community will be able to enjoy the beautiful waterfront views, delta breezes and Rivertown ambiance.  Given the location of the 
Amtrak station and the potential for future ferry service just steps away, Rivertown is envisioned as a walkable transit oriented village, 
welcoming families and visitors to support local restaurants and businesses, which number about 80 at this time.   
 

The Plan will also guide future beautification of the major streets that lead downtown – A Street, L Street, and Auto Center Drive.  The 
names of some or all of those streets may change to be a more inviting way to guide newcomers to Rivertown and the Marina.  Specific 
Plan policies will include connecting existing and new transit to and from Downtown, including streets, pedestrian and bike paths, 
Amtrak, the Hillcrest BART station, and a potential Rivertown ferry terminal. Visit the Community Development Page for details. 

Amtrak® San JoaquinsSM travels through the heart of California’s San Joaquin Valley and provides an 
important connection between the Valley and the Bay Area. This scenic route traverses the state’s top 
agricultural region and riders enjoy the picturesque view along the San Joaquin’s miles of vineyards and 
orchards, with the Sierra Nevada foothills in the distance. The San Joaquins is the only passenger train that 
stops at the Antioch-Pittsburg Amtrak Station. The train service offers gorgeous views of the Delta and 
Antioch’s historic Rivertown, which is a gateway to a host of activities, entertainment and commercial 
potential.  

 

Antioch residents have access to the best of the San Joaquin Valley and the Bay Area from the train, and riders can visit even more 
exciting destinations using Amtrak’s Thruway bus service – spacious motorcoaches connecting passengers at train stations in 
Sacramento, Stockton, Oakland, Emeryville, Martinez, Merced, Hanford and Bakersfield. This service takes passengers to and from 
destinations throughout California and beyond, including Yosemite, Napa, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Las Vegas and Reno. In addition, 
local residents and visitors alike benefit from easy connections to other regional transportation networks. The Emeryville Station provides 
Thruway bus service to San Francisco, providing a superb view of the City by the 
Bay, while the Richmond Station provides a seamless connection to BART. The 
San Joaquins terminus in the Bay Area is at Oakland’s Jack London Square, home 
to the San Francisco Bay Ferry terminal and a favorite local destination that offers 
family fun events, top notch dining and entertainment. 
 

Amtrak San Joaquins is a fun and easy way to travel. It boasts many great deals 
and amenities including the Friends & Family Discount, Café Car, free Wi-Fi®, 
spacious train cars and onboard bicycle racks. With 365 miles of track and 18 
stations, the service helps reduce air pollution, improving our environment. “Next 
time, take the train.” To buy tickets visit: https://tickets.amtrak.com/itd/amtrak 
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Draft Downtown Specific Plan 

Photo provided by Amtrak® San JoaquinsSM  



 

Finally, the State Route 4 widening project through Antioch is complete! It’s 
been a long haul, but on July 20, 2016, there was a ribbon cutting celebration 
in Antioch for the State Route 4 (SR4) widening project that expanded the 
freeway from two lanes to four lanes in each direction.  This project, which 
began in March of 2011, constructed new interchanges at Somersville Road/
Auto Center Drive, Contra Loma Boulevard./L Street, Lone Tree Way/A 
Street, and Hillcrest Avenue, a new overcrossing at G Street and an 
undercrossing at Cavallo Road.  Completed earlier this year, the SR4/SR160 
Ramp Connector project (located east of Hillcrest Avenue) connected 
westbound SR4 to northbound SR160, and southbound SR160 to eastbound 
SR4, eliminating annoying “turnarounds” at Hillcrest Avenue and “cut-
throughs” on City of Oakley roads.    
 

The new BART rail line is currently under construction in the SR4 center median.  This 10-mile long transit corridor will extend BART 
service from the Pittsburg-Bay Point station to the new Antioch station at Hillcrest Avenue. Construction of the BART parking lot, 
Slatten Ranch Road extension, and the Maintenance Facility for BART trains began in late 2012 and was completed in August 2014.  
Track work in the SR4 median through Antioch began last year.  Currently there is a single track installed from the Maintenance Facility 
to Somersville Road and double track is installed from Somersville Road to the Pittsburg/Bay Point Transfer Station.  Two clean-burning 
Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU) trains, popular in Europe, were delivered to the Maintenance Facility in early June 2016, to be followed by  

 BART IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER 

 Map shows the SR4 Widening and eBART projects  

Hillcrest BART Station rendering courtesy of 
BART  

Retaining wall architectural treatment  photo 
courtesy of Caltrans  

Somersville Road/Auto Center Drive Highway 
Bridges photo courtesy of Karl Nielsen  

Ribbon Cutting  Ceremony July 20, 2016 courtesy  of CCTA 
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HIGHWAY 4 WIDENING PHASE COMPLETE! 

2 more trains each month during August, September and October.  Mechanical testing of the trains began in July and system testing will 
commence shortly.  The new DMU BART trains are expected to reduce automobile vehicle miles traveled by 99 million per year and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 260,000 lbs per day.  BART passenger train service at Hillcrest is projected to begin no later than 
spring of 2018. 

The SR4 Widening and BART projects are joint endeavors of the Contra Costa County Transportation Authority (CCTA), the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), the California Transportation 
Commission (CTC), and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  For more information visit: http://4eastcounty.org/ 

COST OF STATE ROUTE 4 (SR4) WIDENING & eBART PROJECTS 

From Loveridge Road to Sand Creek Road.  Includes project management, preliminary studies/planning, envi-
ronmental clearance, design, right-of-way and utilities, construction, and construction management per project 

Loveridge Road to Somersville Road $157,200,000 

Somersville Road to State Route160 $374,700,000 

State Route4/State Route 160 Connector Ramps $ 49,880,000 

Lone Tree Way to Sand Creek Road Interchange $ 49,650,000 

eBART from Loveridge to Hillcrest $525,000,000 

TOTAL $1,156,430,000 

 

Photo showing highway connectivity Photo simulation of completed view 

Photo showing new BART train on the track Photo showing new BART train being placed on track 
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CITY MEETINGS 
 

City meetings unless specified below are held at City Hall, Antioch City Council Chambers 
located at 200 H Street. Agendas are posted prior to meetings at City Hall, Contra Costa 

County Library, 501 W 18th St, and the City’s website. 
 
City Council - City Council meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, 
Antioch City Hall, City Council Chambers. The City of Antioch broadcasts its City Council 
meetings on the internet live.  
 

Planning Commission - Regular meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday in the Council Chambers. 
 

Parks and Recreation Commission - Regular meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the 
third Thursday of every other month, Antioch City Hall, City Council Chambers.  
 

Board of Administrative Appeals - The Board hears administrative appeals dealing 
with Municipal Code interpretations. Administrative Appeals meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of the month at 3:00 p.m., Antioch City Hall, City Council Chambers.  
 

Economic Development Commission - Regular meetings are held at 6:00 p.m., 
Antioch City Hall, City Council Chambers, on the first Tuesday in the months of February, 
April, June, October and December, the third Tuesday in July. 
 

Police Crime Prevention Commission - Regular meetings are held at 7:00 p.m., on 
the third Monday of the month in the Antioch Police Department’s Community Room (300 
“L” Street).  

CONTACT US 
 

City Main Number….………...……………..........(925)779-7000 

Animal Services.………………………………...…(925)779-6989 

Arts & Cultural Foundation of Antioch…………....(925)325-9897 

Business License Information.………………......…(925)779-7059 

Capitol Improvements……………………….….….(925)779-7050 

Chamber of Commerce.………………….…….…..(925)757-1800 

City Attorney ………………………………….…..(925)779-7015 

City Clerk………...………………………….....….(925)779-7009 

City Manager.……………………………….....…..(925)779-7011 

Community Development…………………….……(925)779-7035 

Building Division.…………………………….……(925)779-7065 

Building Inspection Recorder………………….…..(925)779-7066 

Code Enforcement.…………………………….…..(925)779-7042 

STAY CONNECTED 

 

 

 

Address: 200 H Street 

Antioch, CA 94531 

City Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 8:00AM– 5:00PM 

Water Desk Hours 
Monday-Friday, 8:30AM– 4:30PM 

Community Development  
Counter Hours 

Monday-Friday, 8:00AM– 11:30AM 

Planning…………….…………………………..….(925)779-7035 

Drought Hotline…………………………………....(925)779-6140 

Economic Development…………….…………..… (925)779-6168 

Environmental Resource Line ……………………..(925)779-6137 
Facility Rentals…………………………………......(925)776-3050 
Finance……………..…………………………….....(925)779-7055 

Flood Zone Hotline……………………………...….(925)779-6123 

Lynn House Gallery…………………………….......(925)779-7018  

Marina.…………………………………………..….(925)779-6957 

Police Department non-emergency.……………..….(925)778-2441 

Public Works…………….……………………….....(925)779-6950 

Recreation…………….……………….…………....(925)779-7070 

Antioch Water park..………...………………….…..(925)776-3070 

Senior Citizens Center..…………………………….(925)778-1158 

Water Services...……………………………………(925)779-7060 

*******ECRWSSEDDM******* 

Residential Customer 

The Antioch Bridge: Jerome Gibson 

Twitter: @AntiochCAgov 

Facebook: City of Antioch - City Hall 

YouTube: Marketing Videos 

https://youtu.be/CGUcgCbvC3s 

https://youtu.be/P4hCLF-hcL4 

Webpage: www.ci.antioch.ca.us/ 


